Adverse reactions to myelography with metrizamide in infants, children and adolescents. II. Local injury caused by lumbar puncture and injection of contrast medium.
A series of 605 myelographies with metrizamide was reviewed to assess the risk of local injury caused by the puncture and injection of metrizamide. A lesion below the normal level of the medullary conus was found in 139 patients, and in 10 of these the needle went into or through the lesion. One patient developed paraplegia due to the puncture and injection, no other patient had any symptoms. It is concluded that in spite of the risk, lumbar puncture should be the routine procedure for myelography with metrizamide in children.